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PRELIMINARY LIST OF THE TIROS OF ESSEX 
COUNTY,,NEW JERSEY. 

15Y I OUIS S. KOHLER. 

Essex, New Jersey's most populous county, is located in the 
north-east central portion of the Garden State. Topographi¬ 
cally the entire county gradually rises from the Passaic River, 
its eastern boundry, westward to the first and second ranges of 
the Orange Mountains, and beyond these low lying hills it 
slightly declines to the Passsic River again which also forms 
the western and half of the northern boundaries. At the 
extreme northern end of the county there is located an im¬ 
mense tract of marsh land which is known as the Great Piece 
Meadows. To this latter section the local observer must look 
to find the representatives of the gulls and ducks and such 
other water birds which are present during their seasons, as 
there are but three small ponds and two or three small brooks 
in the whole county and these are not often visited by the 
water birds 

The greater part of the territory here not occupied by the 
residential and farming districts, is covered by virgin frowths 
of deciduous timber with one or two small copses of the con¬ 
iferous appearing in the Orange Hills. 

The faunal areas represented are principally Alleghanian 
and Carolinian. Occasionally Hudsonian and Canadian species 
visit us but their stays are usually limited. The following list 
is compiled from observations made by the writer from Janu¬ 
ary 1902 to the present time and only includes those species to 
which no doubt may be attached as to their legibility of their 
being considered in the compilation : 

(1) Rissa iridactula- Kittiwake. Itare migrant. A flock of 
twelve were seen migrating over northern Bloomfield on February 
22, 1003. The birds alighted for a few moments on Davey’s Pond 
and I obtained an excellent view of same and positively determined 
their identity. This is the only record 1 have of this bird in this 
county. 
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(2) Laras arifcntutnx .—Herring Hull. Common visitant through¬ 
out the year. Individuals appear each year in Branch Brook Park, 
one of Essex’s large recreation centers, and on the Great Piece 
Meadows during the winter months. Is a common visitant along 
the Passaic Kiver from Nutley to Newark Bay throughout the year. 

(3) A mix obscura. —Black Duck. Bare winter migrant. Occa¬ 
sionally found on the Great Piece Meadows near Pine Brook. A 
pair was s>een resting on a small pond in East Orange on Decem¬ 
ber Hi, 1000. 

(4) Urania eana<I< axis .—Canada Goose. A regular spring and 
fall migrant, appearing in early March and returning in November 
and early December. 

(;">) BntorUles rircsecnx. —Green Ileron. Common summer visi¬ 
tant. Was first recorded on August 2P, 1909, in Branch Brook 
Park. It later appeared in the same locality on September 0 of 
that year. It was found in this park on September 10 and 11 of 
this year and also at Davey’s Pond on August 20. 

(0) Gulliimu/o dcliuita. —Wilson’s Snipe. A common migrant and 
summer visitant. 

(7) Actitis marnlaria. —Spotted Sandpiper. A rare Mirnmer res¬ 
ident, chiefly a common transient visitant. Found nest in a corn¬ 
field near Clinton on .Tune 12. 1900, with three young just out of 
the shell and one unbroken egg. Most abundant in late June and 
early July. 

(8) O.rycchux vocifrrns.- Killdeer. A rather rare transient vis¬ 
itant. First appeared on a farm on the outskirts of Bloomfield on 
July 3, 1902. It next appeared at the reservoir in the South Moun¬ 
tain Ueservation, another of Essex’s large parks, on July IS, 1909, 
and on March 0. 1910 a pair were found near the waterworks in 
East Orange. 

(9) Coiinus vin/inianns. —Bob-white. Formerly a common per¬ 
manent resident, but now only a rare visitant in the farming dis¬ 
tricts where food is available. 

(10) ZenaUlura macro lira. —Mourning Dove. Was formerly a 
common summer resident now only a transient visitant. When I 
first began making observations in 1992 this bird was fairly abun¬ 
dant during migrations and July and August, but within the last 
five years I have record of finding only ten individuals in the en¬ 
tire county, and these were taken at such times as would indicate 
the bird as only a transient visitant. No nests have been found 
since 1903. 
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(11) Cirrus hmlswiicus.—'Shirsh llawk. Permanent resident. 
Most common along the Newark Bay and on the (treat Piece Mead¬ 
ows’. Never found breeding. 

(12) Acciptftr vclo.r .— Sharp-shinned Hawk. A common perma¬ 
nent resident. Have never located a nest of this species, although 
I am advised by a good authority that they did nest near Eagle 
Bock in the Orange Mountains in 11)05 and 1900. 

(15) Butro borealis.- Bed-tailed Hawk. A rare summer vise 
taut. Have only found two specimens. One in East Orange oil July 
10, 1908. This bird was busily engaged in feeding on a freshly killed 
domestic rabbit and did not heed my approach until with fifteen 
paces. I approached as quietly as possible and obtained a fair 
view of the markings of the bird and established its identity. The 
other bird was shot by a boy in Verona on November 15, 1908. The 
shot bad destroyed the feathers to such an extent that it was use¬ 
less from the standpoint of the taxidermist. 

(14) Archibald) layopas sancti-johannis. —Bough-legged Hawk. 
An uncommon summer visitant. 

(15) Falco sparvn'ias .—Sparrow Hawk. A common permanent 
resident. Pair with young found in large maple in East Orange on 
June 15, 1910. Have found that locally this little hawk prefers the 
telegraph wires for points of vantage when in search of food. 

(10) tiyntium- variant .—Barred Owl. An irregular visitant. On 
November 17, 18 and 19, 1908, one was about my home constantly 
and then disappeared. None were again seen until June 2, 1910, 
when a pair were present for about a half day. 

(17) Mcr/ascops asio .—Sereecli Owl. A rather common perma¬ 
nent resident. A pair found nesting in decayed oak in Bloomfield 
during April, 1905. 

(18) Coccyzas uniericanas. —Yellow-billed Cuckoo. A common 
summer resident’. Found nest with three eggs in West Orange on 
June 2, 1907. This is the only nesting record I have. 

(19) Coccyzas crythrophlhalnias. —Black-billed Cuckoo. An 
uncommon summer resident. Abundant in 1900 and 1909. Other 
>ears about ten were recorded each season. No breeding record for 
the county. 

(20) Ccrylr alcyon .—Belted Kingfisher. A common summer res¬ 
ident’. Found nesting in Glen Bidge and Verona in 1903. 

(21) Dryobalcs rillosas .— Hairy Woodpecker. A rather uncom¬ 
mon permanent resident. 
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(22) Dryobutvs pubcsrcns median ux *—Downy Woodpecker. A 
common permanent resident. Found nesting in several isolated 
spots in South Mountain Reservation in 1000 and 1007. These are 
the only breeding records for the county. 

(23) Mclanerpcx crythrorephulus. —Red-headed Woodpecker. A 
rather uncommon resident. .Most abundant in May and June. Xo 
record of nesting. 

(24) Colaptes aura i us lutrus. —Northern Flicker. Common 
permanent resident. Nests in all available places throughout the 
section. 

(25) Anstroslomus vociferus. —Whippoorwill. An occasional 
summer resident, usually a common transient visitant. Located 
two sets of eggs in 190(1 and one in 1909 on the ground in a small 
(Tearing in a patch of timherland in West Orange. 

(20) Chord Giles v>irginianus- Xighthawk*. A common summer 
resident. Have no ‘record of its nesting, but the birds are seen al¬ 
most daily during June and July, both in Newark and over the im¬ 
mediate vicinity feeding on mosquitoes, which infest this neighbor¬ 
hood in great numbers. 

(27) Chcctura pclagivu .—Chimney Swift. A common summer 
resident. Fairs nest in a number of the unused chimneys thorugh- 
onl the county. Have nested in my own chimney each year as far 
back as I can recall. 

(28.) Trochihis rolubris- Ruby-throated Hummingbird. A com¬ 
mon summer resident. Not as abundant this year as formerly. 

(29) Tyrannus tyrannus. —Kingbird. A common summer resi¬ 
dent. Have no record of its breeding within the county. 

(20) Myiarchus crin it as ,— Crested Flycatcher. A common sum¬ 
mer resident in the wooded sections. 

(31) Suyomis phtrhv. —Flnebe. A common summer resident. 
Arrives about March 20 and remains with us until November 1. 
Nests under bridges and in sheds in the more rural parts of the 
county. 

(32) fforizopus rircnx -—Wood Fewee. A common summer resi¬ 
dent. Has nested for four consecutive years in Rloomfield on the 
horizontal branches of the Honey Locust. 

(33) Empidomu' flu rirentrix. —Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. A rare 
summer visitant. Only found on September 8, 1910, in Bloomfield 
in a copse of Honey Locust’. 

(34) Empidona,r minimus .—<Least Flycatcher. A common sum¬ 
mer resident. Breeds throughout the county. 
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(35) Gyauocitta cristata .—Blue Jay. A common permanent res¬ 
ident. Most abundant in spring and autumn. Have no record of 
its nesting in the county. 

(3d) Comm brachyrhyiicfiosl —American Crow. A common per¬ 
manent resident. Nests throughout the county in the more rural 
>■ actions. 

(37) Stumus nilyaris .— Starling. Formerly quite rare, hut now 
an abundant permanent resident. Nests in deserted woodpecker 
holes, hollow trees, bird boxes and on the station poles of the tele¬ 
phone companies. Have record of seven conflicts between these 
birds and Cohtptcs a. Intern* and Sin Ha si a Us wherein the last two 
named species have been ousted by these exotics. They have one 
very apparent redeeming feature, which covers up a lot of their 
misdemeanors, such as demoralizing our own birds, roosting over 
the sidewalks in the shade trees and on the protected eaves of 
buildings and making unsightly marks from their excrement, and 
various other objectionable practices, and this is their relentless 
war upon the lUtssir (tamest icas. Since these birds have become 
abundant the sparrows have been continually harassed and are 
seeking new sections where they may live undisturbed. 

(38) DotieJionyj' (d'yzirarns. —Bobolink. A common transient 
visitant. 

(39) M(>lothrus a ter. —Cowbird. Common summer re-ideut. 
Have found their eggs in sets of Virco oliracens , Dcnriroica irstira 
and Sctophaya niticitta. 

(40) Ayetnius phwnicens. —Ited-winged Blackbird. A common 
summer resident. Usually in the marshy sections. Have found it 
breeding on the (treat Piece and Newark Meadows and in Branch 
Brook Tark. 

(41) Stunicllu muynu .- Meadowlark. A common summer resi¬ 
dent. Also a rare winter visitant. Breeds in the sparsely settled 
parts. 

(4U) I merits spavins .—Orchard Oriole. Formerly a common 
summer resident, now only a visitant. Found a nest and three young 
in Bloomfield on May 30, 1904. 

(43) Icterus yatbulu .— Baltimore Oriole. A common summer 
resident. Nests throughout the county in all sections. 

(44) Knphuyas cumlinns .—Rusty Blackbird. A common visi¬ 
tant during migrations. 

(45) Quiscatus qnisrntu .—Purple Crackle. Our most common 
blackbird, lias nested in Bloomfield for the past three years in a 
pat<-h of evergreens. 
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(40) (Juiscaln -* tjuisrulu (runts .—Bronzed Crackle. An occa¬ 
sional visitant during migrations. 

(47) Carpoducus purpurrns. —1*111*1)16 Fincli. An uncommon mi¬ 
grant and winter visitant. 

(48) Lu.ria earn rostra minor .—American Crossbill. Found in a 
group ot’ conifers in Fdoomfield only on December 28, 1004. 

(40) Acanthi* linarin. —Kedpoll. Hare winter visitant. Only 

found on March 5. at Silver Lake. 

(50) Asl rayalin us trislis .—American Goldfinch. A common 

summer resident and winter visitant. 

(51) J'ttsscrina nintjis. —Snowflake. A rare winter visitant. 
Flocks found only on December 2N, 1002, and February 10, 1PC5, 
at 1 >loom field. 

(52) Cotnrnicnlus stintnnanun passcrin us .—Grasshopper Spar¬ 
row. A rare summer visitant. Only found on May 10, 1000, in a 
clump of meadow grass near the Passaic Biver just above Newark 
Lay. 

(54) Zonotrichiu hucoplirps. White-crowned Sparrow. A rare 
visitant. Only found on May 11, 1000. 

(55) Zonotrichia albicollis. —White-throated Sparrow. A com¬ 
mon winter resident'. Also abundani during migrations. Iiare in 
summer. 

(50) Spizclla nwnlicola .—Tree Sparrow. A common winter res¬ 
ident. 

(57) F/tizcUU’ social is .-—Chipping Sparrow. A common summer 
resident. Breeds in numerous places throughout the county. 

(58) Spizella pusilla .—Field Sparrow. A common summer res¬ 
ident. Breeds in open fields and in hedgerows throughout the 
county, especially in the rural districts. 

(50) Janco htpinalis. —Slate-colored Junco. An abundant win¬ 
ter resident. 

(GO) Mclospizu cincreu nu India .—Song Sparrow. A common 
smnmer resident. Also present in sheltered localities during the 
winter. Nests throughout the county. 

(01) ]feIospiza gcorgiana .—Swamp Sparrow. Common summer 
resident. Breeds in the low lands and near streams*. 

(02) I'usscrella iliaca .—Fox Sparrow. Common during migra¬ 
tions. Bare winter visitant. 

(Go) J*ipilo erplhrophthuhnus. —Towhee. A common summer 
resident. Ne>ts in blackberry brambles in many parts of the 
county. 
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((Id) Pirtuitjti erifthroniehis .—Scarlet Tanager. Common summer 
resident. Found pair with family of three about a week old on 
July IS. 100!). in South Mountain Reservation. This is the only 
breeding record I have. 

HIT) PctrovheHihm 1 iinifrons.—CYift Swallow. Occasionally seen 
during migrations. 

(08) Uirnnttn erythroyuslra .—Barn Swallow. Abundant sum¬ 
mer resident. Nests in open barns and hay-lofts with easy access, 
in rural sections of the county. 

(00) Iriiloprocne bienlor .-—Tree Swallow. A common summer 
resident. Most abundant in fall it is seen daily in vast numbers 
hying from the west to the Newark Meadows, where they roost. 
Nest on Great Peace Meadows in hollow trees. 

(TO) Uipuriu ripuria .—Bank Swallow. A common summer res¬ 
ident. Nests under bridges and in the canal locks in several places 
in the county. 

(71) Lanins borralis .—Northern Shrike. Rare winter visitant, 
only specimen found on February 7, 1000. at Bloomfield. 

(72) Am pcli. s- eedronmt .—Cedar Waxwing. Resident where 
found. A pair nested in a mulberry at Bloomfield during May. 
1004. This nest I still have in my collection. 

(73) Yireo oJiraeens. —Red-eyed Yireo. A common summer res¬ 
ident. Their pensile nests may be found in many places throughout 
the county. Have found this species is greatly imposed upon by 
the J folothrns aler . Have located six nests with eggs of the Cow- 
bird present. 

(74) Viren fUirifrnns. —Yellow-throated Yireo. A common sum¬ 
mer resident. Nests in shade trees along highways and much trav¬ 
eled thoroughfares in the residential sections. 

(73) Yireo {film.s. —Warbling Yireo. A rare summer visitant.. 

(70) MnioWta raria .—Black and White Warbler. A common 
migrant and occasional summer visitant. 

(77) Hehnitheros vermirorn*. —Worm-eating Warbler. A rare 
migrant. 

(78) HelminlUophila piitus Blue-winged Warbler. An occa¬ 
sional summer resident, usually only a migrant. Arrival .May 3 
to 16th. 

(70) Ifelmintjiophila ehrifspuleni. —Golden-winged Warbler. A 
rare migrant. Arrives about May 7. 

(80) Compsoihlapis umerieima Panda Warbler. A common 
migrant. Arrival May 3 to 13th. 
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(SI) Dendroica a stint. —Yellow Warbler. A common summer 
resident. Nests throughout the county. Arrives from May 1 to 5th. 
Departs about September 1. 

(82) Dendroica ctnuicsccns. —Hlack-tbroated Blue Warbler. A 
common vernal migrant. Bare in autumn. Arrives May 7 to 10th. 

(83) Dendroica coronutu .—Myrtle Warbler. The commonest of 
ail warblers during migrations. Arrives April 21 to May 10'. De¬ 
parts about November 15. 

(S-4) Dcndroicu maculosa Magnolia Warbler. A common ver¬ 
nal migrant. Arrives May 7 to 15th. 

(85) Demi mica pensylranica. —Chestnut-sided Warbler. An oc¬ 
casional summer resident. Most abundant in May and early June. 
Arrives May 2 to 15th. 

(80) Dendroica castanea. —-Bay-breasted Warbler. A rare mi¬ 
grant. Arrives May 4 to 21st*. 

(87) Dendroica striata. —Black-poll Warbler. A rather rare mi¬ 
grant. More abundant some years than others. Arrives May C 
to 24th. 

(88) Dendroica rirens. —Black-throated Breen Warbler. A com¬ 
mon migrant. Arrives May 4 to 15th. 

(89) Dendroica riyorsii. —Bine Warbler. A rather common ver¬ 
nal migrant. Bare in autumn. Arrives May 5 to 15th. 

(00) Dendroica pahnanun hypochrysiit — Yellow Balm Warbler. 
The earliest warbler to appear in the vernal migrations. Bare in 
autumn. Arrives April 12 to 22d. 

(91) Seiurus a nrocapiUns. —Oven-bird. The commonest of breed¬ 
ing warblers. Nest found at Upper Mountclair on June 2. 1000. 
Arrives May 1 to 15th. 

(02) Seims iwrcboracrnxis.- —Water-Thrush/. A rare visitant. 

Found only on July IP, 1002. in South Orange 

(9.3) Geothlypis trieluis. —Maryland Yellow-throat. A common 
summer resident. Nests in many places throughout the county. 

(04) feteria rirens. —Yellow-breasted Chat. A common summer 
resident. Have no nesting record. 

(05) Wilsonia mitrata. —Hooded Warbler. A rather common mi¬ 
grant. Arrives May 7 to 19th. 

(00) Wilsonia ettnadcasin' —Canadian Warbler. A common ver¬ 
nal migrant. Arrives May 10 to 20th. 

(08) Setophar/a ruticilla. —Bedstart. A rather common sum¬ 
mer resident. Found nest at. Bloomfield on May 2<\ 1008. 

(09) Anthus pensilranieus- Bipit. A common summer resi¬ 
dent in the more sparsely settled sections. No record of nesting. 

( 100) (introscopies carolincnsis- Catbird. A common summer 

resident. Nests throughout the county. 
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(1()1 Toj-ostowu rnfum .—Brown Thrasher. A rather common 
summer resident. Nests in the more rural sections of the county. 

(102) Thryothorus ludoviciatms ’.—Carolina Wren. A rare visi¬ 
tant. Only record made at Bloomfield on September IS. 1905. 

(103) Troglodytes action.- —House Wren. A common summer 
resident. Nests throughout the county. 

(104) Tclmatodytes palustris. —Long-billed Marsh Wren. A 
common summer resident. Breeds in the Great Biece and Newark 
Meadows in large numbers. 

(105 i ('erthifi familiuris amticana .—Brown Creeper. A rather 
common winter visitant 

(100) Sitla carolinemsis. —White-breasted Nuthatch. A common 
winter resident. Rare visitant in summer. 

(107) IUroloph us bicolor. Tufted Titmouse. A winter visitant. 
Found it only on February 27. 1010. Mr. C. A. Merrill of Fast Or¬ 
ange. advises me that he has seen specimens throughout the county 
on numerous occasions. 

(105) Purus atricayillns. —Black-capped Chickadee. A common 
winter resident. Also quite common in summer. Found nesting on 
South Mountain Reservation on April 20, 1003. Only record I have. 

(100) Rcyulus sutrapa .— Golden-crowned Kinglet. A common 
winter visitant. 

(110) Reyulus calcndulu. —Ruby-crowned Kinglet. A common 
migrant. 

(111) Hylocichla muslclitnt .—Wood Thru Hi. A common summer 
resident'. Nests in many places throughout the county. 

(112) Hylocichla fnscescens. —Wilson's Thrush. A rather com¬ 
mon summer resident. More abundant some years than others. 

(113) Hylocichla aUcuv— Gray-cheeked Thrush. A rather com¬ 
mon migrant. 

(114) Hylocichla xirainsonii. —Olive-backed Thrush. A common 
migrant. 

(115) Hylocichla yuliala pallasii .—Hermit Thrush. A common 
migrant. 

(110) AJcrula miyrutora .—Robin. An abundant summer resi¬ 
dent. Occasional winter visitant. 

(117) Fialia sialis. —Bluebird. An abundant resident throughout 
the year. 

(IIS) Rphyrupicus varias. —Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. A rather 
common permanent resident. Found nest with young in South 
Mountain on May 2, 1003. 

Bloomfield, X. J. 



